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Art produced in Europe and North America
from the mid-18c to the early 19c.

More than just an antique revival > a reaction
against the surviving heavy and fussy Baroque
& Rococo styles.

Linked to contemporary political events:

S Revolutions established republics in France
and in America. [Neo-Classicism was adapted
as the official art style].

S Association with the democracy of Greece
and the republicanism of Rome.

S Napoleon - used the style for propaganda.






Pompeii in 1748.
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Herculaneum in 1738.
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Artists should “imitate” ‘
the timeless, ideal
forms of the classical |
world. ‘

A circle of ‘
international artists

gathered about him in |
the 1760s in Rome. ‘




-

GharacteristicSTornNeo=

L
‘J cl :):)]q]sm
Return to the perceived “purity” of the arts of
Rome.

Model the “ideal” of the ancient Greek arts
and, to a lesser, extent, 16c Renaissance
classicism.

A conviction that there is a permanent,
universal way things are (and should be), which
obviously entails fundamental political and
ethical commitments.

Sometimes considered anti-modern or even
reactionary.






ROBERACdam

Syon House

Scottish architect The Red Salon i

& designer

Syon House
1760s
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Pavyillon de la Du Barry
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Greek=Inspired’Architecture
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Second Bank of the US
Philadelphia, 1824
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The oath was sworn as a promise of individual revenge
against a corrupt monarchy.
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Jacques-Louis David;fv84

A depiction of dutiful patriotism.
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A very different theme:
The celebration of worldly splendor and power.
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This assembly of great artists and writers of all ages gathered
to honor the ancient Greek poet before a classical temple.
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Painted for Napoleon’s palace in Rome.
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“Apollo Crownin _ _—
Hiﬁ\self,” 1781g “Perseus with the Head of

Medusa,” 1804-1806
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Greek vases found in excavations became
models for this new type of ceramics.
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American Renaissance:
Novement
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